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What is the difference between a power of
attorney and a durable power of attorney?
Wealth Managed to a Fiduciary Standard
At RDM, we help you coordinate what is often multiple financial goals (wealth accumulation, retirement income, legacy planning,
etc.) through a maze of tax, legal and investment possibilities. It is critical to understand, develop and implement effective,
long-term strategies that align with your objectives and prepare you for the future.
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What is the difference between a power of attorney and a
durable power of attorney?

A power of attorney is a legal document that authorizes someone to act for you. You name someone known as an agent or
attorney-in-fact (though the person need not be an attorney) who steps into your shoes, legally speaking. You can authorize your
agent to do such things as sign checks and tax returns, enter into contracts, buy or sell real estate, deposit or withdraw funds, run
a business, or anything else you do for yourself.
A power of attorney can be broad or limited. Since the power-of-attorney document is tailored for its specific purpose, your agent
cannot act outside the scope designated in the document. For example, you may own a home in another state that you want to
sell. Instead of traveling to that state to complete all the necessary paperwork, you can authorize someone already in that state to
do this for you. When the transactions to sell the home are complete, the agency relationship ends, and the agent no longer holds
any power.
A regular power of attorney ends when its purpose is fulfilled or at your incapacity or death.
A durable power of attorney serves the same function as a power of attorney. However, as its name implies, the agency
relationship remains effective even if you become incapacitated. This makes the durable power of attorney an important estate
planning tool. If incapacity should strike you, your agent can maintain your financial affairs until you are again able to do so,
without any need for court involvement. That way, your family's needs continue to be provided for, and the risk of financial loss is
reduced. A durable power of attorney ends at your death.
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DISCLOSURES
RDM Financial Group does not give tax or legal advice. Consult your tax advisor and attorney on all
tax and legal matters.
This is not an offer to buy or sell securities. No investment process if free of risk and there is no
guarantee that the investment process described herein will be profitable. Investors may lose all of
their investments. Past performance is not indicative of current or future performance and is not a
guarantee.
RDM Financial Group is a team of investment professionals registered with HighTower Securities,
LLC, member FINRA/ SIPC & HighTower Advisors, LLC a registered investment advisor with the
SEC. All securities are offered through HighTower Securities, LLC and advisory services are offered
through HighTower Advisors, LLC.
This document was created for informational purposes only; the options expressed are solely those
of the author, and do not represent those of HighTower Advisors, LLC or any of its affiliates.
Reprinted with permission from Broadridge Investor Communication Solutions, Inc. Broadridge
Investor Communication Solutions, Inc.does not provide investment, tax, legal, or retirement advice
or recommendations. The information presented here is not specific to any individual's personal
circumstances. To the extent that this material concerns tax matters, it is not intended or written to
be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be
imposed by law. Each taxpayer should seek independent advice from a tax professional based on
his or her individual circumstances. These materials are provided for general information and
educational purposes based upon publicly available information from sources believed to be reliable
— we cannot assure the accuracy or completeness of these materials. The information in these
materials may change at any time and without notice.
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