
RDM Financial Group at HighTower
10 Wright Street

Westport, CT 06880
203-255-0222
800-899-3219

www.rdmfinancialgroup.com

Advantages of Trusts

July 31, 2019

Wealth Managed to a Fiduciary Standard

At RDM, we help you coordinate what is often multiple financial goals (wealth accumulation, retirement income, legacy planning,
etc.) through a maze of tax, legal and investment possibilities. It is critical to understand, develop and implement effective,
long-term strategies that align with your objectives and prepare you for the future.
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Advantages of Trusts

Why you might consider discussing trusts with your attorney

• Trusts may be used to minimize estate taxes for married 
individuals with substantial assets. 

• Trusts provide management assistance for your heirs.* 

• Contingent trusts for minors (which take effect in the event that 
both parents die) may be used to avoid the costs of having a 
court-appointed guardian to manage your children's assets. 

• Properly funded trusts avoid many of the administrative costs of 
probate (e.g., attorney fees, document filing fees). 

• Generally, revocable living trusts will keep the distribution of your 
estate private. 

What is a trust?

A trust is a legal entity that is 
created for the purpose of 
transferring property to a trustee 
for the benefit of a third person 
(beneficiary). The trustee 
manages the property for the 
beneficiary according to the 
terms specified in the trust 
document. 

• Trusts can be used to dispense income to intermediate 
beneficiaries (e.g., children, elderly parents) before final property 
distribution. 

• Trusts can ensure that assets go to your intended beneficiaries. 
For example, if you have children from a prior marriage you can 
make sure that they, as well as a current spouse, are provided for. 

• Trusts can minimize income taxes by allowing the shifting of 
income among beneficiaries. 

• Properly structured irrevocable life insurance trusts can provide 
liquidity for estate settlement needs while removing the policy 
proceeds from estate taxation at the death of the insured. 

*This is particularly important for minors and incapacitated adults who may need support, maintenance, and/or education over a long period of time, or for adults who 
have difficulty managing money.
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DISCLOSURES

RDM Financial Group does not give tax or legal advice. Consult your tax advisor and attorney on all
tax and legal matters.

This is not an offer to buy or sell securities. No investment process if free of risk and there is no
guarantee that the investment process described herein will be profitable. Investors may lose all of
their investments. Past performance is not indicative of current or future performance and is not a
guarantee.

RDM Financial Group is a team of investment professionals registered with HighTower Securities,
LLC, member FINRA/ SIPC & HighTower Advisors, LLC a registered investment advisor with the
SEC. All securities are offered through HighTower Securities, LLC and advisory services are offered
through HighTower Advisors, LLC.

This document was created for informational purposes only; the options expressed are solely those
of the author, and do not represent those of HighTower Advisors, LLC or any of its affiliates.

Reprinted with permission from Broadridge Investor Communication Solutions, Inc. Broadridge
Investor Communication Solutions, Inc.does not provide investment, tax, legal, or retirement advice
or recommendations. The information presented here is not specific to any individual's personal
circumstances. To the extent that this material concerns tax matters, it is not intended or written to
be used, and cannot be used, by a taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be
imposed by law. Each taxpayer should seek independent advice from a tax professional based on
his or her individual circumstances. These materials are provided for general information and
educational purposes based upon publicly available information from sources believed to be reliable
— we cannot assure the accuracy or completeness of these materials. The information in these
materials may change at any time and without notice.
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